Physical Properties
Center 1 Instructions




NPES Panther Pete Science Lab – Kindergarten  


	Center 1:  Physical Attributes

	Purpose:   To sort various items selectively according to their physical characteristics.

Students will sort items in a large bin according to their different attributes:  color, texture, shape, and flexibility.  A tub filled with assorted objects to choose from is placed on the center of the table.

Ask:  What are some of the words we can use to describe objects around us?  Many answers are possible, but could include soft, hard, squishy, furry, smooth, rough, square, round, etc.

Say:  At this station we are going to look at many commonly used objects and describe what they look and feel like.  We are going to work together as a group.

Show the students numerous small items (have enough items with each characteristic so every student can participate in each activity).
Activity #1:  Sort by Color

Have each student pick out one red item and keep it in front of them.  When all students have chosen:

Discuss:  How the items are similar and how they might be different.

Ask:  What other words could you use to describe your object? Answers will vary. 

The students should then return the items to the bin.

Activity #2:  Sort by Texture

Have one student choose a soft item and keep it in front of them, another choose a hard item, another choose a smooth item, another a rough item, another a furry item, etc.  When all students have chosen:

Discuss:  the different textures of the items chosen.  Allow students to feel each other’s objects.

Ask:  What other words could you use to describe your object? Answers will vary. 

The students should then return the items to the bin.

Activity #3:  Sort by Shape

Have each student pick out one round item and keep it in front of them.  When all students have chosen:

Discuss:  How the items are similar and how they might be different.

Ask:  What other words could you use to describe your object? Answers will vary. 

The students should then return the items to the bin.

Activity #4:  Sort by Flexibility

Ask each student to pick out an object that is either flexible or not flexible and to tell you which it is.  When all students have chosen:

Discuss:  what flexible means and show examples of flexible and inflexible objects.  

Ask:  What other words could you use to describe your object? Answers will vary.
The students then return the items to the bin.

Activity # 5: How else could you sort the items in this box?

As time permits, allow students to look through the items in the bin and suggest their own ways of sorting the items according to their physical characteristics. (Examples:  a shape other than round, a color other than red, specific textures, etc.)














